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THORNBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Chairman  : 

J.  H.  Cooke,  Esq.,  j.p. 

Vice-Chairman  : 

F.  W.  Lewis,  Esq.,  c.c. 

Solicitor  Clerk  to  Council : 

J.  L.  Judd,  Esq. 

Councillors : 

F.  C.  Kendall 
W.  A.  Keen 
J.  W.  King 
J.  W.  Lee 
I  Marston 
J.  T.  Nichols 
A.  C.  Pitcher 
A.  I.  Pullin 
J.  W.  Pullin 
H.  R.  Stephens,  j.p. 

R.  C.  B.  Stride 
A.  E.  Thompson 
J.  W.  Thompson 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Ward 
J.  Whelpton 
C.  P.  Williams 

Public  Health  Staff : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  J.  Douglas  Cooper,  m.b.,  B.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

R.  Huntington,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector:  W.  G.  R.  Stevenson,  m.s.i.a. 

This  inspector  left  the  services  of  the  Council  on  the  30th 
April,  1948,  when  he  took  up  duties  with  another  Authority. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

H.  Pearson,  m.s.i.a.,  a.r.i.p.h.  &  h. 

Commenced  duties  with  this  Authority  on  the  1st  July,  1948. 
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C.  Allen. 

W.  M.  Blair 
H.  Booth 

E.  T.  Bradford 

G.  A.  Chamberlayne 

R.  A.  H.  Champion 
L.  G.  Clutterbuck 

S.  Cooper 

S.  F.  Daldry 

F.  E.  Ellis 
C.  Ford 

J.  J.  Hardwick 
J.  A.  Hill 
R.  E.  lies 
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Temporary  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  :  A.  D.  Parsons,  m.s.i.a. 

Carried  out  duties  with  this  Authority  from  the  28th  April, 
1948,  until  the  30th  June,  1948,  during  the  change  over  of 
Inspectors. 

Pudding  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  Assistants  : 

F.  Gunnell,  K.  N.  Shilton,  J.  T.  Ovens. 

F.  Gunnell  who  was  employed  as  an  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector  left  the  services  of  the  Council  on  the  16th  November, 
1948.  Pie  was  replaced  by  R.  D.  Brown,  m.s.i.a.  who  commenced 
duties  on  the  1st  November,  1948,  as  an  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Senior  Clerk  to  Public  Health  Department:  Miss  Iris  Tudor. 
Junior  Clerk  :  Miss  June  Shipp. 


Staff. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  quite  a  bit  of  disorganisation 
in  the  Department  due  to  change  of  staff.  Mr.  Stevenson,  the 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  left  the  services  of  the  Council 
on  the  30th  April,  1948,  on  his  appointment  to  another  Authority. 
It  was  decided  to  appoint  a  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
his  place.  During  the  interval  between  appointments,  Mr.  A. 
D.  Parsons  was  given  the  position  of  Temporary  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  from  28th  April,  until  30th  June,  1948.  Mr. 
IT.  Pearson  took  up  his  position  as  Deputy  on  the  first  July,  1948. 
Then  on  16th  November,  1948,  Mr.  F.  Gunnell,  who  was  acting 
as  un-qualified  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  left  the  services  of 
the  Council.  It  was  decided  by  the  Council,  owing  to  the  large 
increase  in  Sanitary  and  Public  Health  work  to  replace  Mr. 
Gunnell  by  a  fully  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  post  was 
to  be  termed  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Brown 
was  appointed  and  commenced  duties  on  1st  November,  1948. 

The  Public  Health  Department  are  still  very  cramped  for 
accommodation  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  see 
their  way  in  the  very  near  future  to  remedy  this  situation.  The 
best  work  of  a  Department  is  not  carried  out  in  overcrowded 
conditions. 
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THORNBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 

Thornbury, 

Nr.  Bristol. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER  1948 


Mr.  Chairman,  Sir ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 

The  Report  is  based  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  3/49,  dated  17th  January, 
1949,  and  statistics  are  calculated  from  returns  made  by  the 
Registrar-General. 

The  Report  has  been  divided  into  two  Parts.  The  first  part 
deals  with  Vital  Statistics  and  General  Medical  Information  and 
the  second  part  deals  with  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
referring  particularly  to  Drainage  and  Sewage  and  Water 
Supplies.  I  hope  this  will  enable  members  to  refer  readily  to 
any  points  in  which  they  are  particularly  interested. 

I  wish  to  express  my  great  appreciation  of  the  support  and 
encouragement  of  the  District  Council,  both  on  taking  up 
my  duties  and  in  carrying  them  out.  Also  I  wish  to  thank 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  support  and  loyalty  during 
my  first  full  year  of  office  in  this  District. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  stated  that  the  general  health  of 
the  community  in  the  Thornbury  Rural  District  has  been  satis¬ 
factory  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Douglas  Cooper, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

The  Thornburv  Rural  District  Council. 
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Part  I. 

GENERAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH. 


Social  Conditions. 


No  important  change  has  taken  place  in  the  nature  of  the 
chief  trades  carried  out  in  the  District.  These  are  :  — 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) - 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 
(9) 

(10) 


Agriculture  and  Allied  Trades. 
Sharpness  Docks  and  Ship  Building. 
Quarrying. 

Brick  and  Tile  Manufacturing. 

Caravan  Building. 

Braid  and  Loom  Elastic  and  Smallwares. 
Salmon  Fisheries. 

Four  Mills. 

Baking. 

Aircraft  Engineering. 


Statistics,  1948. 

(a)  General  Statistics. 

Area  of  District  ...  ...  ...  61,337  acres 

Population  ...  ...  ...  25,590 

Number  of  inhabited  properties  ...  6,739 

Number  of  inhabitants  per  property  ...  3.8 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £117,225 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ...  ...  £469 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  755 

Number  of  Requisitioned  Houses  ...  11 

Percentage  of  Council  Houses  ...  11% 

Inhabited  Properties. 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,911 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  516 

Houses  and  Shops  ...  ...  ...  241 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  71 


Total  ...  .  6,739 


Percentage  of  population  served  by  Main  Water  ...  60% 
Percentage  of  population  served  by  sewers  ...  41% 
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Varying  Populations  of  Thornbury  Rural  District. 


Year  Population 

1891  16,542 

1905  (parish  of  Plenbury  taken  in)  18,419 

1913  19,223 

1919  17,478 

1938  • .  19.480 

1939  20,470 

1940  23,330 

1941  24,610 

1942  24,440 

1943  23,730 

1944  ...  ...  ...  22,990 

1945  22,790 

1946  ...  ...  ...  23,500 

1947  23,920 

1948  25,590 


From  these  figures  it  can  be  seen  that  the  population  of 
the  District  still  continues  to  increase. 

(b)  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births  :  T otal 

Legitimate  ...  ...  395 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  26 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  mid  1948 
Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales 


M.  F. 
199  196 

17  9 

...  16.4 
...  17.9 


Still  Births  :  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  13 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  0 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  still  births) 


M.  F. 
8  5 

0  0 

..  29.9 


Marriages  : 

Number  of  Marriages  taking  place  in  Registry  Office 

during  1948  ...  ...  ...  63 


7 


Number  of  Marriages  at  Churches  and  Chapels 

during  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Total  Marriages  in  District  ...  ...  ...  160 


Deaths :  Total  M.  F. 

248  115  133 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  10.8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  9.7 
Average  age  of  Male  deaths  during  the  year  ...  61.5 
Average  age  of  Female  deaths  during  the  year  ...  64.4 
Average  age  of  all  deaths  during  the  year  ...  62.7 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  Childbirth. 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  ...  Nil 


Death  of  Infants  under  one  year. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


Total  M.  F. 
5  3  2 

3  2  1 

8  5  3 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


19.0 

34.0 

12.6 

11.5 


The  most  common  causes  of  death  in  this  District  arc,  in 

(1)  Heart  Diseases 

(2)  Cancer 

(3)  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

(4)  Coronary  Thrombosis  ... 

(5)  Tuberculosis 

(6)  Nephritis 

(7)  Pneumonia 

(8)  Violent  Causes 


order  : 

71 

43 

35 

16 

11 

10 

8 

7 
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Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ...  Nil 

Average  age  of  patients  who  died  of  Coronary 

Thombosis  ...  ...  ...  ....  71.0 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  18.1 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  9.7 


Causes  of  Deaths,  1948 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 

Undor 

1  year 

x 

1 

lO 

1 

lO 

1 

1 

-T 

1 

o 

CO 

1 

lO 

l> 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

..  1 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

..  2 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

..  3 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

..  4 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

..  5 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

..  6 

3 

4 

2 

1 

10}ll 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis... 

..  7 

1 

1J 

8. 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

..  8 

— 

9. 

Influenza  ... 

..  9 

2 

1 

1 

4 

10. 

Measles 

..  10 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  1 1 

— 

12. 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

..  12 

— 

13. 

M. — Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oeso- 

phagus  (males  only) 

..  13 

2 

1 

3l 

13. 

F. — Cancer  of  uterus 

..  13 

3 

1 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

..  14 

1 

5 

3 

5 

14 

!>43 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

..  15 

3 

1 

4 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

..  16 

2 

9 

5 

2 

18  j 

17. 

Diabetes  ... 

..  17 

1 

1 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

..  18 

1 

8 

11 

15 

35 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

..  19 

1 

4 

20 

20 

26 

71 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  20 

1 

1 

2 

4 

21. 

Bronchitis... 

..  21 

3 

3 

6 

22. 

Pneumonia 

..  22 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8' 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

..  23 

1 

1 

1 

3 

24. 

Ulceration  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum  24 

1 

1 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

..  25 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

..  26 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

..  27 

1 

2 

1 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  ... 

..  28 

3 

5 

2 

10 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis 

..  29 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

..  30 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

..  31 

3 

3 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  In- 

jury.  Infantile  Disability... 

...  32 

5 

5 

33. 

Suicide 

...  33 

2 

2 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

...  34 

2 

1 

1 

4 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

...  35 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

7 

36. 

All  other  Causes 

...  36 

1 

4 

1 

5 

I15 

26 

Tot 

AL 

24 

8 
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Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  Year 


Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

F 

1  day 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

M 

5  days 

Spina  Bifida  and  Prematurity 

M 

1  hour 

Prematurity 

M 

4  hours 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

M 

2  days 

Premature  T win 

M 

2  months 

Pneumonia 

F 

2  days 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

F 

8  months 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

Cancer  Deaths. 

Jielow  is  given  the  various  types  of  Cancer  that  occurred  :  — 


Cancer  of  Lung  ...  ...  5 

Cancer  of  Stomach  ...  ...  15 

Cancer  of  Brain  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Colon  and  Caecum  ...  5 

Cancer  of  Larynx  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Bladder  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Bone  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Ovary  ...  ...  3 

Cancer  of  Uterus  and  Cervix  ...  4 

Cancer  of  Tongue  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cancer  of  Liver  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Soft  Tissue  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Oesophagus  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  Rectum  ...  ...  2 

Cancer  of  Jaw  and  Palate  ...  2 

47 


Average  Age  of  Death  from  Cancer  is  63.3  years. 
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Infectious  Diseases  in  Age  Groups,  1948. 
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Tuberculosis 


AGE 

NEW 

OASES 

DEA 

ms 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp. 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  1  year 
1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

65  upwards 

Age  Unknown 

— 

3 

15 

3 

6 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

4 

1 

3 

1- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

31 

15 

4 

5 

4 

6 

1 

— 

Average  age  of  death  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year — 
32  years 


A.  Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases. 

I.  Tuberculosis. 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Lyons,  Superintendent  of  Hortham 
Colony,  Almondsbury  for  the  following  figures  in  relation  to 
the  incidence  and  deaths  of  Tuberculosis  among  Mental 
Defectives  in  the  Colony. 

The  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  carried  out  a  survey  in  the  Colony 
during  February,  1948.  All  patients  were  Mass  radiographed 
with  the  following  results  :  — 


Active  Tuberculosis  including  previously  detected  cases  20 
Inactive  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Observation  cases,  none  of  which  proved  to  be  active  4 


During  the  year  the 
took  place  in  the  Colony  :  — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Generalised  Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis  Enteritis 
Tubercular  Meningitis 
Tubercular  Spine 


ring  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 


Male  Female  Total 
7  4  11 

1  1  2 

2-2 
1  1 
1  -  1 

11  6  17 
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It  will  be  understood  that  the  majority  of  these  tubercular 
deaths  do  not  count  in  the  statistics  of  this  Authority  as  they  are 
mostly  Transferable  Deaths  to  other  Authorities  principally 
Bristol  C.B. 

In  Thornbury  Rural  District  there  were  55  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year  as  compared  with  20  in  1947.  This 
increase  might  be  accounted  for  partially  by  the  better  methods 
of  diagnosis  now  being  used  and  partially  by  the  still  difficult 
housing  situation  in  the  District.  Of  these  55  cases,  46  were 
Pulmonary  and  9  Non- Pulmonary.  There  were  11  deaths  from 
the  disease — 5  males  and  6  females.  The  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  182  Pulmonary 
Cases  and  107  Non-Pulmonary  cases  as  compared  with  156 
Cases  of  Pulmonary  and  103  Cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  in  1947. 

During  the  year  a  scheme  for  the  investigations  of  the 
housing  conditions  of  all  new  cases  of  the  disease  was  introduced. 

II.  Dysentery. 

During  the  year  18  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  from 
Hortham  Colony,  Almondsbury,  Nr.  Bristol.  These  patients 
stools  were  all  examined  bacteriologically  and  the  organisms 
were  recognised  as  that  of  the  Flexner  Group.  It  is  noticeable 
that  most  of  the  cases  occurred  during  the  months  of  February, 
March  and  April,  which  does  not  fit  in  with  the  usual  season 
of  Dysentery.  It  has  usually  been  thought  that  Dysentery  is 
more  prevalent  during  the  summer  months  when  flies  are  around. 
In  most  Mental  Defective  Colonies,  Dysentery  is  an  ever  trying 
source  of  trouble  due  to  the  lack  of  personal  hygiene  among  the 
residents.  All  the  patients  were  isolated  in  the  Colony  and  not 
pronounced  free  from  infection  until  they  produced  three  negative 
swabs.  This  procedure  however  does  not  eliminate  the  possible 
carrier  who  remains  an  ever  present  positive  danger. 

Two  other  sporadic  cases  of  Dysentery  were  notified  in  the 
District.  One  of  these  occurred  at  the  Officers’  Mess,  Filton  and 
the  patient  was  removed  to  Ham  Green  Hospital  because  of  the 
difficulty  of  isolating  the  patient. 

III.  Diphtheria. 

Two  cases  of  positive  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Neither  of  the  patients  had  previously  been  immunised. 
The  first  was  a  female  of  42  years  who  had  a  severe  attack  with 
consequent  Diphtheritic  Paralysis.  She  made  a  good  recovery 
in  Ham  Green  Isolation  Hospital.  All  the  contacts  of  this  case 
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were  immediately  immunised  and  no  further  cases  occurred  from 
this  source. 

The  second  case  occurred  in  Hortham  Colony.  This  was  a 
mild  case  but  as  a  preventive  measure  the  patient  was  removed 
to  Ham  Green  Isolation  Hospital  and  adequate  precautions  taken 
in  the  colony  to  prevent  any  spread  of  the  infection. 

Three  other  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria  were  removed  to 
Ham  Green  Hospital.  These  were  eventually  diagnosed  after 
bacteriological  examinations  as  : — 

(1)  Tonsillitis  (Streptococcal). 

(2)  Polypus. 

(3)  Vincent’s  Angina. 

TV.  Pneumonia. 

Notifications  of  Pneumonia  appear  to  be  more  prevalent 
recently.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  General  Practitioners 
are  improving  in  their  administrative  ability  to  notify  cases.  Last 
year  41  cases  were  notified  and  during  1948,  53  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied  to  this  Authority.  It  is  noticeable  that  the  majority  of  these 
cases  are  now  being  nursed  and  treated  at  home.  This  is  a  big 
relief  on  the  hospital  beds  and  speaks  well  for  the  efficacy  of 
the  Sulphonamide  and  Penicillin  group  of  drugs. 

Three  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  removed '  to  P>erkelev 
Hospital  and  two  cases  of  the  disease  were- removed  to  Hospital 
from  Leyhill  prison  because  of  the  inability  to  nurse  them 
efficiently  in  the  Sick  Bay. 

V.  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  &  Polio  Encephalitis. 

During  the  year,  a  case  of  Polio-Encephalitis  in  a  female 
child  of  6  years  was  diagnosed.  The  child  was  on  holiday  in 
the  District  and  came  from  Birmingham.  The  case  was  admitted 
to  Bristol  Children’s  Hospital  on  12th  February,  1948,  and  died 
from  Respiratory  Paralysis  on  16th  February,  1948.  The  usual 
precautions  were  taken  and  the  Birmingfiam  Public  Health 
Authorities  were  informed  of  the  case. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  a  Male  aged  19  years  who  was 
admitted  to  Ham  Green  Isolation  hospital  with  paralysis  of  one 
leg.  After  the  acute  stage  had  settled  down  he  was  transferred 
to  Winford  Orthopaedic  Hospital  where  he  has  made  good 
progress. 

VI.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Sporadic  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  during  the  year  all 
over  the  District.  The  total  was  20  cases  as  compared  with  15 
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last  year.  All  reports  showed  that  the  disease  was  of  a  mild 
character  with  no  complications. 

Four  cases  of  the  disease  were  removed  to  Ham  Green 
Isolation  Hospital,  Bristol,  because  of  inability  to  isolate  the 
patients  efficiently  at  home.  The  present  type  of  Scarlet  Fever 
that  is  occurring  can  be  nursed  very  efficiently  in  most  homes. 
In  fact  there  is  much  less  risk  of  cross-infection  than  when  the 
patients  are  admitted  to  a  Scarlet  Fever  Ward  in  an  Isolation 
Hospital. 

VII.  Whooping  Cough. 

The  notifications  of  Whooping  Cough  have  been  very  severe 
during  the  year.  There  were  193  notifications  as  compared  with 
43  last  year.  This  disease  is  a  bigger  menace  to  young  children 
than  most  of  the  present  day  infectious  diseases  so  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  present  experiments  and  surveys  being  carried  out 
by  the  Medical  Research  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  on 
the  preventive  side  of  the  disease  by  the  use  of  vaccines  will 
soon  prove  of  great  benefit  in  wiping  out  this  meanace  to  young 
lives. 

One  case  of  Whooping  Cough  with  Broncho  Pneumonia  was 
removed  to  Ham  Green  Isolation  Hospital. 

VIII.  Measles. 

The  epidemic  of  Measles  in  1947  hung  over  into  the  first 
six  months  of  1948.  There  were  180  notifications  as  compared 
with  392  in  1947.  The  disease  still  continues  to  be  mild  with 
few  complications  and  the  large  majority  of  the  cases  can  be 
nursed  well  in  their  own  homes. 

One  case  of  the  disease  with  complications  had  to  be 
removed  to  Ham  Green  Isolation  Hospital. 

IX.  Ccrcbro-Spinal  Fever. 

No  confirmed  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  but  two 
suspected  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One 
of  these  was  finally  diagnosed  as  a  case  of  Glandular  Fever  and 
the  child  recovered.  The  other  turned  out  to  be  a  Spinal  Abscess 
and  the  patient  died  in  hospital. 

X.  Cow  Pox. 

This  non-notifiable  disease  is  fairly  prevalent  among  the 
farming  community  of  the  District.  The  reaction  on  one  patient 
was  so  severe  that  he  had  to  be  removed  to  Ham  Green  Hospital 
where  he  made  an  uneventful  recovery. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation —  66% 


C.  Hospital  Accommodation. 

(a)  General. 

Bristol  Royal  Infirmary. 

Bristol  Children’s  Hospital. 

Gloucester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Gloucester  City  General  Hospital. 

Southmead  Hospital,  Bristol. 

Berkeley  and  District  General  Hospital. 
Almondsbury  Memorial  Hospital. 

(b)  Maternity. 

Almondsbury  Memorial  Hospital. 

Berkeley  Hospital. 

Southmead  Hospital,  Bristol. 

Gloucester  Royal  Infirmary. 

(c)  Infections  Disease. 

Ham  Green  Isolation  Hospital,  Bristol. 

Over  Isolation  Hospital,  Gloucester. 

(d)  Sanatoria. 

Standish  House  Sanatorium,  Stonehouse. 

(e)  Mental. 

Barnwood  Mental  Hospital,  Gloucester. 

D.  Laboratory  Services. 

(a)  Examinations  of  sputa,  swabs  and  blood  are  carried  out 
by  the  Department  of  Preventive  Medicine,  Bristol  University, 
through  an  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

(b)  Bacterial  Examinations  of  Water  are  carried  out  for 
the  Council  by  Rowland  Ellis,  City  and  County  of  Gloucester 
Analyst. 

(c)  Biological  examinations  of  milk  are  carried  out  for  the 
Council  by  the  Department  of  Preventive  Medicine,  Bristol. 

E.  Mortuary  Accommodation. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  hospital  mortuaries  of  Berkeley 
and  District  General  Hospital  and  that  of  the  Thornbury  Hospital. 
Recently  arrangements  were  made  with  Sodbury  Rural  District 


Council  to  have  the  use  of  their  Mortuary  at  Filton  for  the  South 
part  of  the  Distinct. 

G.  Factories  Act. 

The  work  necessary  under  the  Factories  Act,  Shops  Act  and 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  regarding  the  inspection  of  Food  premises 
has  not  been  carried  out  as  thoroughly  as  this  Department  would 
have  desired  and  there  has  not  been  enough  supervision  of  these 
premises  owing  to  lack  of  staff  and  time.  In  fact  only  recently 
has  the  Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector  had  time  to  revise  the 
Register.  It  is  hoped  in  future  years  that  more  will  be  done 
in  this  important  side  of  Public  Flealth  work. 

G.  Ambulance  Services. 

Since  July  5th,  1948,  the  Ambulance  Service  in  the  Area 
has  been  taken  over  by  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council, 
County  Ambulance  Service.  This  centralisation  of  the 
Ambulance  Services  means  that  there  is  now  one  control  centre 
for  the  Thornbury  Rural  District.  This  is  situated  at  Patchway, 
and  there  are  two  sub-stations,  one  at  Berkeley  and  the  other  at 
Wotton-under-Edge.  Difficulties  or  complaints  are  dealt  with 
by  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  at  Langham  House,  18 
Berkeley  Street,  Gloucester.  The  service  has  run  very  smoothly 
in  this  area  since  July  5th.  The  new  system  of  central  admin¬ 
istration  can  make  use  of  adjoining  counties  in  emergency.  This 
means  that  the  assistance  of  the  Ambulance  Service  in  Bristol 
County  Borough  can  be  obtained  in  any  severe  emergency. 

There  are  cases  in  the  Thornbury  District,  where  an  ambulance 
is  not  required,  but  where  patients,  for  health  reasons,  are  unable 
to  travel  to  clinics  or  hospitals  by  public  transport.  To  meet 
these  demands  the  Hospital  Car  Service  is  available  and  cars  may 
be  booked  by  the  same  method  as  for  ambulances.  The  hospital 
car  service  is  not  an  emergency  service  and  does  not  operate 
at  night,  and  at  least  48  hours’  notice  should  be  given  of  require¬ 
ments.  Where  sufficient  time  allows,  written  application  may  be 
made,  but  telephone  requests  will  be  accepted. 

H.  Order  of  St.  John  and  British  Red  Cross. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Philip  Cooper  of  Thornbury  for  the 
following  figures  concerning  the  above  voluntary  Associations  : — 

Order  of  St.  John  for  Gloucestershire  ( Thornbury  Branch ). 

During  the  year  1948,  this  branch  was  very  active.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  first  aid  classes  were  given  and  there  were  25  adult  first 
aid  examinations  held  during  the  year.  The  number  of  candi- 
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dates  examined  were  630  and  the  awards  made  were  : 


Labels  ...  ' 

... 

11 

Medallions 

... 

8 

Vouchei’s 

... 

25 

Cei'tiiicates 

... 

..  586 

Total 

..  630 

Most  of  the  awards  were  made  to  candidates  in  the  Police 
d  raining  School,  Faltield,  and  also  to  members  of  the  Staff  at 
Leyhill  Prison,  Tortworth. 

British  Red  Cross  Society. 

This  Society  runs  the  Thornbury  Medical  Loan  Depot. 
During  the  year  the  following  loans  were  made  to  patients — 110. 

The  Medical  Loan  Depot  at  Patchway  functions  on  similar 
lines  and  during  the  year  their  loans  amounted  to — 65.  A  new 
Loan  Depot  was  opened  in  May,  1948,  at  Falheld.  The 
Ambulance  service  at  Patch  way  up  to  July  5th  was  run  under 
the  auspices  of  the  above  Society.  During  that  period  they  dealt 
with  95  cases,  This  service  was  very  efficient  and  did  a  fine  job 
of  work  mostly  on  a  voluntary  basis.  After  July  5th,  1948  the 
service  was  taken  over  by  the  Gloucester  County  Council 
Ambulance  Service. 

I.  Divisional  Administration. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  during  the  year  between 
the  County  Council,  District  Councils,  and  the  Ministry  concern¬ 
ing  the  proposed  Divisional  Administration  for  purposes  of 
carrying  out  the  duties  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Services  Act,  1946.  A  number  of  very  important  points  were 
raised  by  the  District  Councils  both  by  letter  and  at  representative 
meetings,  and  after  these  had  been  smoothed  out,  the  District 
Councils  decided  to  co-operate  and  the  District  Medical  Officei'S 
in  the  County  were  appointed  Divisional  Medical  Officei'S  for 
pui'poses  of  carrying  out  Part  III.  The  County  is  divided  up 
into  areas  for  purposes  of  administi'ation  and  each  area  has  a 
Medical  Officer. 

The  area  concei'ning  this  Council  is  called  the  Centi-al  Area 
of  Gloucestershire  and  the  administrative  centime  is  at  The 
Divisional  Health  Office,  High  Street,  Berkeley. 

An  area  Sub-Committee  meets  when  necessary  to  make 
recommendations  and  get  reports  on  the  progTess  of  the  scheme. 
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The  Area  Sub-Committee  consists  of  four  members  from  the 
Thornbury  District  Council,  four  members  from  Dursley  Rural 
District  Council,  and  four  members  appointed  by  the  County 
Council.  This  Committee  have  the  power  to  co-opt  five 
more  members  (if  necessary)  who  are  not  members  of  either 
District  Council  or  County  Council. 

All  resolutions  and  recommendations  of  the  Area  Sub-Com¬ 
mittee  must  go  before  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  County 
Council  before  any  major  action  can  be  taken. 

The  duties  of  the  Area  Sub-Committee  under  decentralised 
administration  are  as  follows  :  — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Health  Visiting  Cards. 

Area  distribution  (see  also  Vaccination  and  Immun¬ 
isation)  to  Health  Visitors — redistribution  in  area — 
return  to  Central  Office — note  defects  and  refer  for 
appropriate  treatment — provide  cards  for  “  found  ” 
children. 

Ante-Post  Natal  and  Birth  Control  Clinics. 

Maintenance  and  operation. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Day  to  day  operation — arrangements  for  general  work¬ 
ing  and  for  doctors  and  nurses  and  maintenance. 

New  Centres  to  be  approved  by  Local  Health  Authority. 

Premature  Infants. 

Provision  of  “  Premcots  ” — arrangement  for  admission 
to  hospital — records  and  returns. 

Day  Nurseries. 

Complete  operation  of  these — advertise  for  and  engage 
staff  subject  to  approval  of  Local  Health  Authority — 
maintenance  —  supplies  —  admissions  —  assessment  of 
“  Charges  ” — arrange  medical  and  dental  inspection  and 
refer  for  appropriate  treatment — certify  accounts  for 
payment.  Staff  returns. 

Domestic  Help. 

Recruit  and  engage  Home  Helps  (immobile  and  part- 
time)  in  consultation  with  County  Organiser  subject  to 
approval  of  Local  Health  Authority — assess  charges — 
arrange  bookings — prepare  weekly  time  sheets — supply 
uniform. 

Deaths  of  Infants  1-5  years. 

Investigate  deaths. 


20 


Dental. 


Arrange  dental  treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  and  provision  of  dentures  through  patients  own 
practitioner— maintain  records — certify  accounts  for 
payment. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorium. 

Arrange  hospital  admissions — second  opinions. 

Maternity  Outfits. 

Supply  as  required. 

Residential  Nurseries. 

Plome  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

Home  for  Nursing  Mothers. 

Home  for  training  of  Mothers. 

Rest  Home  for  Children. 

Investigate  cases  for  admission  and  submit  reports  to 
Central  Office. 

Daily  Guardians. 

Sitters  In. 

Creches. 

If  provision  should  be  made  for  these  services  the 
Divisional  Office  will  be  responsible  subject  to  approval 
of  policy  by  Central  Office. 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing. 

Supply  specified  equipment.  In  conjunction  with  Local 
Nursing  Association  maintain  accommodation  and  trans¬ 
port  of  Nurse. 

Ambulance  or  Sitting  Case  Cars. 

Requisition  when  necessary  from  local  station. 

General. 

Loan  of  Equipment. 

Maintain  divisional  store — issue  on  loan — ensure  return 
— assess  charges — prepare  accounts — receive  monies. 

Health  Education. 

Arrange  propaganda  programmes — publicity,  talks,  films, 
exhibitions  and  literature — co-operation  with  Central 
Office  in  National  programmes  or  touring  exhibitions. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Compile  area  registers  for  each  service,  card  for  each 
child  in  area — distribute  literature  and  issue  invitations 
at  appropriate  times — arrange  immunising  sessions — 
maintain  record  of  doctors  vaccinating — prepare  state- 
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merits  of  fees  due  to  Doctors  (monthly) — prepare 
quarterly  returns  for  Central  Office —  obtain  immunis¬ 
ing  materials. 

Health  Centres  and  Clinics.- 

Supervise — maintain  equipment  and  supplies,  heating, 
lighting,  cleaning — engage  caretakers  o:  cleaners  subject 
to  approval  of  Local  Health  authority,  arrange  sessions 
with  co-operation  of  Central  Office. 

Cleansing  Centres. 

Maintenance,  supplies,  heating,  lighting,  cleaning— 
arrange  attendance  and  cleansing. 

Problem  Families. 

Arrange  supervision. 

Medical  Welfare. 

Arrange  special  visits  to  houses  in  connection  with  any 
matter  relating  to  medical  welfare  of  family. 

Social  Service. 

Special  investigations  and  surveys  in  relation  to  the 
Social  Service  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


J.  General  Medieal  Information. 

Gloucestershire  County  Council. 
Central  Area. 
Thornbury  Rural  District. 


Berkeley. 


General  Practitioners. 

Acheson,  D.  R., 

Bryars,  W.  M., 

Brownridge,  C.  E.,  Farndale,  Almondsbury. 

Burke,  J.,  Saunton  House,  Callicroft  Rd.,  Patchway. 
Grace,  E.  M.,  Park  House,  Thornbury. 

Prowse,  D.  C.,  Wigmore  House,  Thornbury. 

Reid,  A.  C.,  Olveston,  Nr.  Bristol. 

Rushton,  E.,  Turville,  Pilning. 

Simpson,  T.  E.  N.,  Westhythe,  Old  Patchway,  Bristol. 
Buckner,  J.  I.,  Park  House,  Avonmouth  (Surgery 
Severn  Beach). 


at 


Health  Visitors — Full  Time. 

Bradfield,  Mrs.,  26  Ralph  Road,  Horfield,  Bristol. 

Blashill,  Miss  B.,  Yew  Tree  Farm,  Lower  Morton,  Thorn¬ 
bury. 

Ashman,  Mrs.  A.,  Hatherleigh,  Stoke  Gifford. 
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District  Nurses — Dart  Time  Health  Visitors. 

Baker,  Nurse  M.,  Rose  Cottage,  Alveston. 

Le  Mare,  Nurse  P.,  The  Cottage,  New  Road,  Olveston. 
Mason,  Nurse  V.,  1  West  View,  Pilning. 

Cotton,  Nurse,  High  Street,  Thornbury. 

District  Nurses  ( with  no  Health  Visiting). 

Llewellyn,  Nurse  J.,  35  Hazeldene  Road,  Patchway. 
Shaddick,  Nurse  E.,  35  Hazeldene  Road,  Patchwav. 
Rufton,  Nurse  N.  E.,  c/o  Berrycroft,  Berkeley. 

Edwards,  Nurse  R.,  Tintagel,  Sharpness. 

Hathaway,  Nurse  J.,  Street  Farm,  Iron  Acton  (Range- 
worthy. 

I V  cl  fare  Centres. 

Almondsbury  and  District — Thursdays. 

Berkeley — 1st  and  3rd  Friday. 

Pilning — 1st  and  3rd  Wednesday. 

Thornbury — 2nd  and  4th  Wednesday. 

Clinics. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Hospital,  Berkeley — 4th  Thursdays,  a.m. 
Orthopaedic. 

The  Hospital,  Berkeley — 2nd  and  4th  Fridays,  a.m. 
Minor  Ailments. 

Hazeldene  Road,  Patchway — Wednesdays,  a.m.  and 
Fridays,  p.m. 

Specialists  Clinic. 

St.  Mary  Street,  Thornbury. 

Part  II. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 

SURVEYOR. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

This  is  the  first  occasion  for  me  to  be  given  the  opportunity 
of  presenting  you  with  a  separate  report,  and  I  am  indebted  to 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  adopting  a  practise  which  is 
becoming  more  general. 

During  the  period  under  review  there  have  been  a  number 
of  changes  in  the  staff.  Each  change  has  meant  a  delay  in  the 
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appointing  of  other  staff.  With  the  completion  of  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey  and  the  Air  Raid  Shelter  collections,  it  was 
decided  to  replace  a  redundant  officer  by  a  qualified  additional 
Sanitary  Inspector.  While  the  pattern  of  the  duties  of  the 
department  are  constantly  changing,  the  work  appears  to  he 
increasing. 

The  increased  slaughtering  of  pigs ;  the  unsatisfactory  water 
and  sewerage  conditions;  maintenance  of  additional  Council 
Houses ;  action  under  the  ‘Housing  Act  arising  from  the  Survey 
.and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Committee  meetings  has 
accounted  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  staff’s  time. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  visits  and  Notices  served  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

1.  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

2.  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  266 

3.  Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  3 

4.  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

5.  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

6.  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  3 

7.  Houses — Let-in-Lodgings  ...  ...  ...  1 

8.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  86 

9.  Factories,  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  115 

10.  Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

11.  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

12.  Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  157 

13.  Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  5 

14.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  105 

15.  Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

16.  Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  — 

17.  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

18.  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

19.  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ...  ...  ...  85 

20.  Sewage  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

21.  New  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  202 

22.  Drain  Tests  and  Inspections  ...  ...  110 

23.  Building  Licensing  ...  ...  ...  ...  580 

BInder  Public  Health  Acts. 

24.  No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  228 

25.  Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  79 

Under  Housing  Acts. 

26.  No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  32 

27  Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  10 
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28.  Overcrowding.  No  of  houses  inspected 

29.  Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

30.  Verminous  Premises.  No.  of  houses  inspected 

31.  Visits  paid  to  above  houses 

32.  Council  Houses 

33.  Infectious  Diseases.  Inquiries  in  cases  of  I.D. 

34.  Visits  re.  Disinfection 

35.  Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits 

Inspection  of  Meat. 

36.  (a)  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 

37.  (b)  Visits  to  Shops  and  stalls 

38.  (c)  Visits  to  Butchers 

39.  Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

40.  Grocers 

41.  Cowsheds 

42.  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

43.  Ice-Cream  Premises 

44.  Food  Preparing  Premises 

45.  Cafes 

46.  Milk  Sampling — Bacteriological 

47.  Milk  Sampling — Tubercle  Bacilli 

48.  Food  and  Drugs  Samples 

49.  Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 

50.  General  Miscellaneous  Visits 


11 

116 

12 

723 

39 

20 

1 


205 

4 

15 
2 

14 

189 

104 

62 

13 

6 

16 
n 

O 

1 

4 

478 


Total  Visits  4,358 


Preliminary  Notices  Served 
Statutory  Notices  Served 
Notices  under  Water  Act- 


53 

36 
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Housing. 

The  Council’s  Plousing  Programme  has  been  confined  to  the 
erection  of  New  Houses,  and  this  has  made  steady  progress.  The 
erection  of  small  groups  of  houses  without  mains  services  and 
relying  on  rain  water  tanks  is  likely  to  cause  difficulties  in  the 
future.  There  is  the  high  initial  cost,  water  hauling  charges,  and 
maintainance  of  the  sewage  plant.  If  the  present  system  of 
selecting  tenants  on  a  “  parish  ”  basis  was  broadened  many  more 
houses  could  be  erected  around  the  existing  centres  of  develop¬ 
ment.  In  my  opinion,  in  selecting  tenants,  more  regard  should 
be  paid  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Very  little  progress  has  been  made  in  dealing  with  the 
numerous  unfit  houses,  which  exist  in  the  district. 
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Housing  Applications. 

Total  number  of  applications  for  whole  district  878  (Appli¬ 
cations  for  Patchway  area  289). 

These  come  within  the  following  family  groups  : — 


1  in  family  (single  person 

only)  ... 

40 

2 

271 

3 

280 

4 

147 

5 

65 

6 

31 

7 

20 

8 

11 

9 

'4 

10 

3 

11 

4 

13 

1 

15 

1 

Total 

878 

Number  of  Council  Houses  at  31/12/47 — Total: 

Number  of  Council  Houses  completed  in  1948 — 

Alveston 

8 

Olveston  (Oldown) 

.  .  ... 

6 

Oldbury-on-Severn 

,  .  ... 

4 

Redwick  (Pilning) 

.  .  ... 

6 

Almondsbury  (Patchway 

Common) 

12 

Thornbury 

42 

Tytherington 

.  .  ... 

12 

90 


Number  of  Council  Houses  in  process  of  P>uilding — 


Redwick  (Pilning)  ...  ...  12 

Thornbury  ...  ...  ...  20 

Tytherington  ...  ...  ...  14 

Rockhampton  ...  ...  ...  4 

Charfield  ...  ...  ...  4 


54 
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The  total  number  of  Houses  now  owned  by  the  Council  is — 
Total  ...  ...  •••  755 

The  improved  labour  position  in  the  building  trade  has  now 
enabled  the  department  to  deal  with  the  arrears  of  Council  House 
maintainance.  A  proposal  to  undertake  this  work  by  direct 
labour  was  turned  down  by  the  Council. 

Building  Licensing. 

During  the  year  eleven  licences  were  issued  for  the  erection 
of  houses  by  private  enterprise.  Three  licences  were  issued  for 
providing  four  units  of  accommodation  by  the  conversion  of 
existing  properties. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  applications  for  Building 
Licences  were  received  and  323  licences  were  issued. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  scheme  to  supply  water  to  the  Northern  Parishes  is 
now  proceeding.  It  is  not  likely  to  be  completed  until  well  into 
1950,  and  the  erection  of  new  houses  in  that  area,  prior  to  the 
completion  of  the  water  scheme,  may  cause  difficulties. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  held  an  inquiry  into  the  proposals 
of  the  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  to  supply  water 
to  the  southern  and  central  areas.  While  the  Ministry  has 
approved  the  scheme  in  principle — subject  to  certain  modi¬ 
fications — the  position  is  entirely  unsatisfactory,  as  the  scheme 
is  not  likely  to  materialize  for  four  years.  The  lack  of  a  suit¬ 
able  water  supply  is  holding  up  the  development  of  houses  in 
many  parts  of  the  district.  The  erection  of  a  limited  number  of 
houses  dependent  on  rainwater,  may  bring  about  the  need  for 
facilities  for  the  hauling  of  water. 

The  area  not  served  by  mains  water  relies  ony  shallow  wells ; 
most  of  them  being  unsatisfactory. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  showed  a  number  of  properties 
without  an  adequate  supply  of  water,  although  within  a  reason¬ 
able  distance  of  the  water  mains.  The  Council  has  authorised 
the  service  of  notices,  but  the  statutory  limit  of  £20  will  neces¬ 
sitate  the  work  being  carried  out  by  the  Council,  and  the  amount 
in  excess  of  £20,  borne  by  the  Council. 

During  the  year  41  samples  were  taken.  These  were 
taken  from  24  sources.  Only  one  borehole  source  was  satis¬ 
factory.  One  borehole  was  unsatisfactory,  and  the  water  will  be 
chlorinated  before  affording  a  supply  to  a  factory  and  ten  houses. 
In  five  cases  the  supply  was  for  new  houses,  and  recourse  had 
to  be  made  to  rain  water  tanks.  In  eight  cases  mains  water  was 
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provided,  and  in  iwo  further  cases  sewage  disposal  plants  have 
been  installed  to  treat  the  sewage  causing  the  pollution.  In  the  re¬ 
maining  7  cases  (including  two  contaminated  by  oil  the  wells 
were  cleaned  out  without  improving  the  result  and  the  users 
have  been  advised  to  boil  the  water. 

One  of  the  wells  was  contaminated  by  Cyanide  washings 
from  a  factory,  caused  as  the  result  of  a  blocked  drain.  There 
were  no  fatalities  among  the  consumers.  Immediate  steps  were 
taken  to  close  the  well.  A  bore  hole  was  sunk  to  provide  an 
alternative  supply,  but  was  found  to  be  of  doubtful  quality.  Until 
a  chlorinating  plant  is  installed,  mains  water  is  being  hauled 
for  the  factory  and  ten  houses  affected. 

The  previously  mentioned  case,  brought  to  notice  Cyanide 
pollution  of  a  river,  and  on  the  advice  of  the  Water  Pollution 
Research  Laboratory  a  different  chemical  process  is  in  course 
of  being  introduced. 

Water  Analyses  of  Supplies  in  Thornbury  Rural  District. 

West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company. 

The  water  distributed  in  the  Thornbury  Area  is  a  mixture 
of  the  output  from  the  Frampton  and  California  Pumping 
Stations.  The  pumping  at  Frampton  is  intermittent  and  it  is 
not  possible  to  state  the  proportions  in  which  the  two  waters 
are  mixed. 

Copies  of-  analyses  of  the  separate  output  waters  are 
appended.  The  samples  were  in  each  case  taken  on  4th  January, 
1949. 

Analysis  or  a  Sample  of  Water  Received  on  4.1.49  from 
West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  Labelled  Framp¬ 
ton  Pumping  Station — Output  Water. 

Taken  by  E.  Whittern.  Witness  G.  C.  Brereton.  Date 
3.1.49.  10.57  a.m. 

Chemical  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 

Appearance — Clear  and  bright 
Colour  (Hazen) — Nil 
Reaction,  pH — 7.6 

Electricity  conductivity  at  20°C — 660 
Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) — Nil 
Odour — Faintly  chlorinous. 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide — 10 
Alkalinity  as  Cc  C03 — 285 
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Ca. 

Mg. 

Na. 

COS 

SU4 

Cl 

NOS 

Si02 

Probable  Combinations 

. 

65 

21-2 

66 

171 

63 

30 

A 

14 

65 

98 

Calcium  Carbonate 

163 

21-2 

52 

Magnesium  Carbonate 

73 

16 

21 

Sodium  Carbonate  ... 

37 

30 

63 

Sodium  Sulphate 

93 

20 

30 

• 

Sodium  Chloride 

50 

14 

Silica  ... 

14 

Difference 

30 

Total  solid  constituents  dried  at  180°C. 


460 


Hardness — Total  250 

Carbonate  (Temporary)— 250 

Non-Carbonate  (Permanent) — 0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates — 0.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates — Less  than  0.01 

Free  Ammonia — 0.056  (as  N)  0.046 

Residual  chlorine — 0.15 

Albuminoid  Ammonia — 0.000  (as  N)  0.000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours,  at  27°C — 0.00 

Metals — Absent 

Flourine — 0.5 

1 5 ACTER IOLOG 1 CAL  RESULTS . 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml  in — 

1  day  at  37°C— 0 

2  days  at  37°C — 0 

3  days  at  37°C — 0 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction — 

Present  in — •  Absent  from — 100  ml. 

Bact.  coli. — 

Present  in —  Absent  from — 100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction — - 

Present  in —  Absent  from — 100  ml. 

17th  January,  1949.  (Signed)  Gordon  Miles 

for  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 
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Analysis  of  a  Sampll  of  Water  Received  on  4.1.49  from 
West  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  Labelled  Shipton 
Moyne.  Consumer’s  house  lap.  (Chlorinated  water). 
Taken  by  C.  W.  Hooper.  Date  2.1.49.  11  a.m. 

Chemical  Results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 
Appearance — Clear  and  bright 
Colour  (Hazen)— Nil 
Reaction,  pH — 7.4 
Electric  conductivity  at  20CC — <900 
Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) — *Nil 
Odour — Nil 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide — 14 
Alkalinity  as  Ca  C03 — 240 


Ca. 

Mg. 

Na. 

C03 

S(J4 

Cl. 

NU3  Si(J2 

78 

8-4 

57 

144 

45 

46 

A.  1  16 

78 

i  117 

| 

Calcium  Carbonate  ... 

195 

8-4 

21 

1 

Magnesium  Carbonate 

29 

5 

6 

1 

11 

22  j 

45 

67 

30 

■ 

46 

1 

76 

j-  16 

1 

16 

4 

Total  solid  constituents  dried  at  18U'JC. 

398 

Hardness — Total  230 
Carbonate  (temporary) — 230 
Non-Carbonate  (Permanent) — 0 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates — 0.0 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates — Less  than  0.01 
Free  Ammonia — 0.088  (as  N.)  0.072 
Residual  chlorine — 0.10 
Albuminoid  Ammonia — 0.000  (as  N.)  0.000 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°C — 0.10 
Metals — Iron  0.23,  other  metals  absent. 
Flourine — 0.45. 
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Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  Colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml  in — 

1  day  at  37°C — 3 

2  days  at  37°C — 4 

3  days  at  37°C — 3 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction- 

Present  in —  Absent  from — 100  ml. 

Bact.  coli. — 

Present  in —  Absent  from — 100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  Reaction — 

Present  in —  Absent  from — 100  ml. 


1 7th  January,  1949.  (Signed)  Gordon  Miles 

for  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 


Bristol  U’atcrzvorks  Company. 

Part  of  the  mains  water  in  the  Thornbury  Rural  District 
comes  from  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company.  The  average 
Chemical  and  bacteriological  figures  obtained  from  the  Bristol 
supply  at  the  central  depot  during  1948  is  appended  below.  The 
saline  ammonia  and  nitrite  figures  are  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
water  is  treated  by  the  Chloramine  process. 

Analysis  of  Sample  of  Water. 

Average  from  samples  taken  at  Central  Depot  Broad  Quay 
during  1948. 

Chemical  Analysis.  Results  in  parts  per  100,000. 

Appearance — Bright  and  clear 

Colour — 4 

Total  Solids — 26.7 

Chlorine  as  Chorides — 1.30  Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride — 2.15 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates — 0.21  Nitrites  merest  possible  trace. 

Saline  Ammonia — 0.0068 

Albuminoid  Ammonia — 0.0045 

Oxygen  asbsorbed  (4hrs.  at  80° F) — 0.045 

Total  Hardness — 19.6 

Permanent  Hardness — 4.9 

Ph.— 7.6 

Free  Chlorine  (parts  per  1,000,000) — 0.12 


Bacteriological  Analysis  (Average  of  55  samples). 

Colonies  per  cc  on  Agar  at  20°C  (3  days) — 8.4. 

Colonies  per  cc  on  Agar  at  37°C  (2  days)  14.5 
Typical  B.  Coli — Absent  from  100  mis. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli — Absent  from  100  mis. 

(Signed)  T.  P.  Hf.ndy 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

All  the  sewage  plants  in  the  district  have  been  regularly  in¬ 
spected  and  are  generally  satisfactory.  A  number  of  the  new 
housing  sites  will  be  served  with  small  sewage  plants,  and  these 
will  need  special  arrangements  for  their  maintenance.  Two 
small  sewage  plants  have  been  installed  to  abate  the  pollution 
of  streams. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Council — having  received  the  Consulting  Engineers 
report  in  1947- — has  now  placed  ten  schemes  before  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  An  Inquiry  has  been  held  into  three  of  the  schemes 
and  approval  in  principle  has  been  granted  for  the  serwering  of 
Severn  Beach  (Redwick  and  Northwick  Parish),  Thornbury 
(extensions)  and  Sharpness  (Hinton  Parish).  Temporary 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  at 
Berkeley  New  Housing  site,  but  it  is  considered  that  lack  of 
sewerage  schemes  will  delay  the  Housing  programme  in  Alveston, 
Almondsbury,  Olveston,  Redwick  and  Northwick. 

The  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  remainder  of  the  district 
is  the  same  as  when  reported  upon  in  1947. 

Property-  owners  at  Patchway  are  continuing  to  gradually 
connect  to  the  sewer.  During  the  year  41  additional  connections 
were  made.  A  total  of  1,332  properties  are  now  connected. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  six  privy  pit  closets  were  converted  to 
earth  closets.  Forty  properties  with  earth  closets  were  converted 
to  water  closets. 

The  Council  has  continued  to  encourage  property  owners  to 
provide  modern  sanitation  and  drainage,  by  granting  Building 
Licences  wherever  possible. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  and  Salvage  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  carried  out  by  direct  labour.  The  built-up  areas 
are  collected  weekly  with  the  exception  of  two  rural  parishes. 
The  remainder  are  collected  once  monthly.  The  Council  has 
approved  a  scheme  for  improving  the  frequency  of  collections 
in  the  parishes  of  Alveston,  Olveston  and  parts  of  Thornbury. 


The  collection  of  refuse  and  salvage  is  carried  out 
simultaneously  with  two  10  c.  yd.  Dennis  Refuse  Lorries,  on  4/5 
ton  Ford  truck  lorry,  and  with  a  3  ton  Ford  ex-Army  lorry  as 
reserve.  The  staff  consists  of  three  driver/loaders,  five  loaders, 
one  full  time  and  one  part-time  tip  attendant. 

The  gross  cost  of  Refuse  and  Salvage  during  the  year 
amounted  to  £4,637  11s.  lOd.  and  the  salvage  sales  amounted 
to  £999  19s.  lOd.  The  gross  cost  included  an  item  of  £908 
for  the  new  Dennis  lorry. 

Three  main  tips  are  in  use,  namely- — Alveston,  Berkeley 
and  Cromhall.  Negotiations  are  proceeding  for  a  further  tip  at 
Berkeley.  Several  small  tips  have  been  utilized  at  the  request 
of  farmers  for  the  filling  in  of  ponds. 

Improved  frequency  of  collection  is  recommended  for  the 
parish  of  Charfield. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Council  has  four  public  conveniences  under  its  control. 
The  experiment  of  providing  “free  lavatories’’  was  not  satis¬ 
factory.  It  appears  that  there  are  still  members  of  the  public 
who  do  not  appreciate  the  facilities  provided,  and  the  work  of 
the  cleaners  is  thereby  made  more  unpleasant. 

3. — Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written  Occupiers 

Notices  Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3  4,  &  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

18 

40 

21  — 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  to  which  Section 

7  applies  (a)  Subject  to 
the  Local  Authorities 
(Transfer  of  Enforce¬ 
ment)  Act  1938 
(a)  Others 

80 

86 

12  jj 

Other  Premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

_ 

-  i  - 

Total 

98 

126 

33  — 

33 


2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

PARTICULARS 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

15 

15 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Tern- 

perature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventil- 

ation 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage 

of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SanitaryConveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

1 1 

11 

— 

6 

—  ! 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

.30 

30 

— 

7 

— 

Outwork  Sections  110  and  111 

Nature  of  Work 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc.  Number  of  out-workers  in 

August  list  required  by 
Section  1 10  =  34 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Inspections. 

There  are  now  595  cowkeepers  on  the  Register.  During 
the  year  there  were  five  additional  registrations  and  twenty 
changes  in  registration.  293  inspections  were  made. 

No.  of  farms  registered  as  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  63 

No.  of  farms  registered  as  Accredited  ...  ...  61 

Percentage  of  farms  that  are  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  10.6% 

Percentage  of  farms  that  are  Accredited  ...  10.2% 
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Carcasses  Inspected 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1 

1,165 

Number  inspected  ... 

Carcases  Condemned 

_ 

1 

1,165 

All  disease  except  Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

organ  was  condemned  ... 
Percentage  of  carcasses  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  (other  than 

7 

Tuberculosis) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.77% 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcasses  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

— 

— 

7 

organ  was  condemned  ... 
Percentage  of  carcases  affected 

— 

— 

— 

87 

with  Tuberculosis  ... 

~ 

8-6% 

There  are  fifteen  licensed  slaughter  houses.  Of  this  number 
only;  six  are  in  use,  and  only  two  are  used  regularly  for  the 
killing  of  bacon  pigs. 

The  number  of  licenced  slaughtermen  is  ninety. 

Condemned  Food  Register. 


During  the  year  the  following  weight  of  food 
certified  as  unsound  : — 

was  inspected 

Meat  (Tuberculosis) 

...  3,530  lbs. 

Meat  (other  diseases) 

905  lbs. 

Tins  and  jars  of  sundry  foods 

159  lbs. 

Other  foodstuffs 

265  lbs. 

4,859  lbs. 

Ice  Cream  ( Heat  Treatment )  Regulations. 

There  are  now  twenty-one  persons  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice-cream,  most  of  these  are  restricted  to  the  sale  of  pre¬ 
packed  ice-cream.  Ice-cream  is  manufactured  at  three  premises 
in  the  district.  Sixty-two  visits  were  made  and  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  was  satisfactory. 
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Camping. 

A  considerable  amount  of  camping  is  taking  place  in  the 
district.  The  majority  of  this  is  taking  place  in  the  parish  of 
Redwick  and  Northwick,  (Severn  Beach)  bordering  the  River 
Severn.  The  total  number  of  sites  licensed  is  thirty-six.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  these  are  well  maintained,  but  some  are  far  from  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  tend  to  become  “shack”  development.  The  Council  has 
realized  the  need  for  control  owing  to  the  presence  of  upwards 
of  2,500  campers  at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season,  and  is  tak¬ 
ing  steps  to  obtain  “  Camping  Byelaws.” 

Petroleum  and  Carbide  Licences. 

There  are  107  installations  licenced  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  Spirit.  The  number  has  been  considerably  increased 
by  the  tendency  of  farmers  to  instal  their  own  petrol  tanks. 

Conclusion. 

I  trust  that  while  it  is  not  possible  to  say  “  everything  is 
perfect  ”,  a  perusal  of  the  foregoing  report  will  indicate  the  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  work  and  steady  progress  which  is  being 
made  in  this  district. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  HUNTINGTON, 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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